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A Note from Carolyn
I absolutely love my job.

2019, I committed to stay for three months. Little did I
realize that I would fall in love with this place!

This has been an extremely fun and rewarding job. I
believe in the mission, the staff and board are really
committed, and supporters, like you, have been wonderful
to have on our team. The board and I are committed to
work together to ensure a smooth transition.
 
My passion for the job has not diminished. For the next six
months, the board, the staff, and I will continue to move
the organization forward while the board prepares for a
change in leadership.
 
Thank you for your support. It is so appreciated. There is
so much to look forward to!
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A Note from Laura

phenomenal staff. Her retirement is bittersweet; we will
miss her greatly and thank her deeply. She gifts us with
an amazing foundation, leaving us well placed to take our
next steps. We are excited for her and the new
adventures ahead!

It is exciting to think about what’s in store for WRI during
this pivotal moment – new and inspiring opportunities
and possibilities lie ahead! The Board of Directors is
dedicated to intentionally and enthusiastically finding our
next leader, while we sustain and build on all that has
been accomplished. 

We are excited to have you with us as we continue our
journey forward connecting communities and learners of
all ages to the natural world. Thank you for your support!

It is therefore with very mixed
emotions that I have decided to
retire at the end of 2022.

When I started as Interim
Executive Director in January of

Carolyn Griffin-Bugert
Executive Director

Laura Reichlin
Board President

This is exciting and bittersweet. 

WRI has thrived and grown
under Carolyn’s excellent
leadership. Our programs have
expanded by leaps and bounds,
serving new and larger
communities, supported by a



These are just a couple things you’d hear at a WRI Field
Day. This spring, every 3rd grade student from Alpine
Lakes Elementary got to visit WRI four times. On one of
these days, students learned all about what birds eat. 

Wasps… Flies… Fleas… Frog cells… Plant cells… Cockroach
heads... Oh my!

$4,593 in scholarships were provided
for summer camp participants!

Every Bit Makes a Difference

“Woah, that’s so cool!”
“Yuck, that looks like an alien head”

WRI Field
Educators set up 9
stations for
students to learn
about what birds
eat. At each station,
students used a
microscope or
stereoscope to look
at the wide-ranging
dining menu for
birds. The student
reactions were
varied, from “ooh,
cool” to “ew, gross”!

Mixed Reactions
Faith, for one, was
very excited.  At
each station, she
found something
new and fascinating.
She took her time
looking carefully at
each specimen and
completing the
activities. She was
so intent that she
didn’t even get to
finish them all! She
just kept saying,

Ava took one look at a
cockroach head under the

microscope and said "yuck!"

Faith after looking at frog cells
under the microscope!

“My mind is just blown!"

Ava had a different response. She looked at one slide
under the microscope and exclaimed, “ewww, I can’t look
at it anymore!” She had a more frightened reaction to this
particular station… but then again, how would you react to
looking at a cockroach head up close? 

At WRI, we want students to experience all sides of nature
– the awe, the delight, the surprise, and even the “yuck”.
What we might consider “gross” is fine dining to a bird!

Two years ago, WRI started a Pay What You Can fee
structure for many of our programs. By reducing
financial barriers, we hoped to increase program
accessibility, particularly for low income, and Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) families.

39% of families paid less than camp value

25% of families paid more than camp value

In Summer 2022*,

*data as of July 20, 2022

We can now confidently report that
this program is working. This year,
we offered thousands more dollars
in scholarships than prior years. It is
generosity from people like you that
helped offset the cost of summer
camps. These additional funds
make it possible for children to
attend camp, no matter their
family’s economic standing.

8 families paid $0 for their child to attend camp!



Thank you to our current WRI Members*! 
John Agnew and Patty Hebert
Nancy Ahern
Elena and Robert Aldinger
Joan Alway
Ted Alway and Patricia Ortiz
Jackie and Tom Andrewjeski
Kathy and Keith Archibald
Lynn Armstrong
Ray and Edith Aspiri
Randy and Cici Asplund
Matthew and Linnea Augustine
Steve and Betsy Backstrom
Kathy Baker
Elizabeth Baldwin
Susan and Paul Ballinger
John Ballinger and Deb Lapo
Isaiah Banken
Rhona Baron and Kurt Carlson
Dave and Nancy Bartholomew
Mary Pat Barton
C. Fred and Martha Battrell
Janet and Peter Bauer
Martha Bean and Ralph Haugerud
Russ and Cordy Beckstead
Lisa and Mike Bedard
John and Judy Beebe
Barbara Bergeron and Brian Adams
Vaishali and Vasudev Bhide
Rachel Bishop and John Place
Marjory Blake
Jabe Blumenthal and Julie Edsforth
Robin Boal and Craig Root
Mara and Brian Bohman
Teresa Boushay
Tracy Bowerman and Wilson Kern
Mall Boyd
Rebecca Bozarth
John Brandt
Helen Breed
Corky and Duane Broaddus
Leesa Broker
Greg Brooks and Margaret Ostling
Scot Brower
Paul and Karen Brower
Michelle and James Brownlow
Pamela and Oliver Brulotte
Tracy and Ben Brulotte
Gro Buer and Bruce Williams
Bob Bugert and Carolyn Griffin-Bugert
Peter Burgoon and Judith Lurie
Judith and Kenneth Butcher
Deanna Lynn Butcher
Terri Butler
Jeanine and Skip Butler
John and Susan Butruille
Tony and Meleah Butruille
Matt and Carol Cade
Ellen Cafferty and Jack Bolton
Richard Carlson
Anne Carson
Judy Chavez
Katie Churchwell
Chris Clark
Judy Clark
Rachel Clement and Tucker Jackson
Claudia and Gary Cockerham
Constance Cogburn
Ann and Gary Colley
Rich and JoEllen Colson
Gordon and Linda Congdon
John and Lina Conrad
Christopher Cox
Calla and Peter Crowley
Will Crowley and Beth Macinko
Virgil Curtis and Claire Jackson

Guenna and Loren Curtis
Andy and Jan Dappen
Thomas and Ann Dark
Bill Davies and Tiffany Brine-Davies
Heather and Derek Davis
Cathy and Phil Davis
John and Judy Day
Tara deArrieta
Judy and Tom Derpack
Niles Desmarais
Bill Deters and Cindy Luskus
Ann Diamond
Lynn Dickinson
Margareta and Marc Dilley
Theresa and Richard D-Litzenberger
Andrew Dolan
Robin Doty and Scott Blymyer
Heather Dougherty
Eron Drew and Willy Stockman
Ruth Drewniany
Betsy Dudash and Ted Crum
Mike and Kailen Duffield
Elizabeth Dunham
George and Nancy Dunn
Joanna Dunn and Ian Mallinson
Grace Edwards
Emily and Rob Egdamin
Justyn and Candace Egert
Chuck and Candace Egner
Christine Emmel
Stan and Robin Engler
Justin and Chelsea Evans
Gene and Kathy Fairchild
Marty and Bob Fallon
Christopher and Alyssa Famy
Lisa Farin
Lorene Farrar
Marlene and Kevin Farrell
Bridget Farrell and Paul Shotwell
Polly Feehan and Jamie Tackman
Tyree and Nicholas Fender
Jana and Tyler Fischback
John Fish and Barbara Kenady-Fish
Wendy and Ryan Flanagan
Dirk Horton and Mickey Fleming
Karen Fleming
Carl and Debbie Florea
Karen Francis-McWhite
Manaure Francisquez
Bob and Janet Frey
Anne and Robert Fuchs
Larry and Kimberly Fulkerson
Cathy and Drew Gaylord
Nancy and David Gernert
John Gette
Rusty and Amanda Gibbs
Deborah Giles and Charles Simrell
Price Gledhill and Cappy Bond
Samantha Goff
Rod and Teresa Goninan
Meche Grace
Nichol Graham-Mathers and Alex Mathers
James and Rebecca Grandin
William and Marjorie Griffin
Suzanne Gromme
Kamuron Gurol
Karla Gustafsson
Maury and Shannon Haferman
Karen and Curt Haire
Karl Halupka and Jacqueline Dawson
Jeff and Eileen Hambleton
Susan Hamilton and Timothy Bates
Kristian Hamilton
Julia Hansborough
Tabitha Hargrove

Suzanne Hartman and Barry Storer
Loren and Patti Haskins
Kelly and Mark Hassinger
Ken Heinle and Kris Cameron
Dr. Paul and Mary Hessberg
Peter and Joanne Hill
Ginger Holladay and Dean Marson
Buford and Valla Howell
Rod and Deb Hubert
Barbara Hume and Craig Garver
Diane Huntsinger-Carson
Amanda Jackson-Mott
Julie and Steve Jacobs
Bill Jenkins
Christi and Tim Jenkins
Deanna Jenkins
Jeff Johnson
Steve and Jean Johnson
Angela Johnson
Gavin and Clara Johnson
Mark and Dorothy Johnston
Lauren Johnson and Barbara Rossing
Annette Jouard and John Taylor
Robin and Dave Judd
Leah Juhle
Jane and Marc Katz
Mark and Dorothy Johnston
Annette Jouard and John Taylor
Robin and Dave Judd
Leah Juhle
Jane and Marc Katz
Lindsey Kennedy
Molly Kent
Margie Kerr
Michelle Keys
Tony and Jill Keyser
Catherine Kilty
Carrie Kingsley
Helen and Carl Kjobech
Kathleen Klaniecki
Sonja Knudson and Terry Buchanan
Paul and Anne Kundtz
Harold and Leslie Ann Kutz
Kathy Laforce
Chuck and Lou Largent
Jill LaRue and Tom Ettinger
Nancy and Larry Leach
Philip Leatherman and Jeanne Miller
Jane and Alvin Lee
Kevin and Erin Leff
Naomi Liebhold
Lauren Liebling and Walter Thorn
Steven Liebling
Anna Lively and Dorthea White
Lexine Long and Nate Hough-Snee
Elisa Lopez and Jaime Cuellar
Clint and Julie Lougheed
Paul Love
Jo and Ken Lowe
Jason and Hilary Lundgren
Sharon and Greg Lunz
Andrea Lyons
Jeannette Mack
Shayne Magdoff and Paul Armentor
Laura Maguire
Christine Mallon
Lynda Mapes and Doug MacDonald
R Richard Marchand
Jody and Rev. Clarence Marquardt
Janice and Mark Carroll
Heidi Mass and Andrew Chen
Amy and Dayle Massey
Jamie Mathey
Connie McCauley
Briana McFarland
Patti McGaughey

Thomas McGranahan
Kerry McKean and Marcela Touskova
Kathy McKenna
Steve and Phyllis McKenna
Diane McKenzie
Terra McLaughlin
Maggie and Scott McManus
Kathleen McNalty and Steve Wright
Neil and Nancy McReynolds
Rose Ann McRoberts
Kimberly McRoberts
Orin and Lisa Melvin
Michael and Nancy Merrill
Michele Merrill
Mara Merritt and Adam Miller
Edgar Meyer
Jochen Mezger
Corey Mikkelsen
Mary Miller
Phil and Carol Miller
Anne Mitchell
Ted and Kathy Montgomery
Christine and David Morgan
Judith Moser and H. E. Thor
Robin Moser and Doug Compau
Jane Mounsey
Heather and Patrick Murphy
Jack Mynatt
Margaret Neighbors
Mary Carol Nelson
David Nierman
Dave and Pat Notter
Lee and Deborah Oatey
Bob and Pat Ogburn
Daniel P O'Neill
Lisa and Jim Osse
Mark and Judy Oswood
Lisi Ott
Mike Ott
Lois Parker
Tammie and William Parkinson
Robert Parrish and Crissy Hill
Michael and Britta Peterson
Kathy and Chuck Peven
Cheryl and Thomas Phillips
Linda Lacy Piziks
Dena and Iak Platis
Susan Plummer and Doug Gann
Jeanne and Don Poirier
Susan Polizzi
Nic Pottier and Stephanie Ogden
Kathy and Greg Prentice
Stella Day and Matt Primomo
Salim and Joan Qazi
Chris Rader
Margaret and David Rayfield
Joe and Bernie Reichlin
Laura and Greg Reichlin
Linda and Ken Reid
Melissa Roe
Mercy Rome and Canuche Terranella
Mary Rossing and Joel Walinski
Merry and Joseph Roy
Ed and Pat Rutledge
Patrick and Karen Ryan
Rachel Ryan
Druska Salisbury-Milan
Susan Sampson and Gerald Horn
Linda Sarratt
Don and Ann Schaechtel
Natasha Schaefer
Kimberly and Joshua Schaub
Mary Scheibler
Richard and Marilyn Schiefelbein
John and Megan Schiefelbein
Alex Schmidt and Stacey Barnhill

* = Member list as of August 2, 2022
Bold = Sustaining Donors

Brad and Kathy Schmidt
John and Mary Schramm
Nina and Mark Schulz
Elana Schwartz
Lonnie and Jordan Schwirtlich
Gabe Scott
Richard Scranton
Eliot and Tina Scull
Becky Sewell
Sarah and Mark Shaffer
Donica and Stephen Sharpe
Gene and Carol Sharratt
Derek and Gabrielle Sheffield
Mark Shorb and Kristin Ferrera
Cindy and Rob Shurtleff
Kristin and Mark Simpson
Emily and Vitek Siroky
Robert and Anne Smith
Richard and Karen Smith
David and Leanne Smith
Peter Smytheman and Kate Evans
Suzanne Sorom
Denise and Abraham Sorom
Edward Starbird
Jim and Susie Stenkamp
David Stoller and Diane Patterson
Harry and Beth Stovall
Robert and Pat Strand
Martin Straub and Diane Blake
Sandra Strieby
Catherine and Michael Sweeney
Richard Szeliski and Lyn McCoy
Mark Terranella and Lucy Petrucelli
Lisa Therrell and Rich Haydon
Pat and Rick Thirlby
Miriam I Thomas
Paula and Jeff Thomas
Rhodri Thomas and Liz Marzolf
Ann Thrasher
Katherine Tishler
Penny and Larry Tobiska
Andrew Tokar and Alexandra Chasin
Keith and Jody Tower
Kate Trent
Ken and Susan Trimpe
Jim and Suzanne Ullrich
Terry Valdez
Clark and Jean Vanderlinden
Victoria Velategui
Joe and Kim Veverka
Donna Waidtlow
Tonya Walls
Charles and Nancy Warner
Kim Weers
Barton Weick and Beverly Conner
Mark Weick and Carole Ann Borshard
Ann Welz and Franz Hajnal
Rita Westbrook
Susan Westerlund and Peter Valaas
Woody Wheeler and Lori Cohen
Steve White
Don and Vicki White
Robert and Anne White
Jan Wilson
Vânia Winters
Rufus Woods
Caroline Woolmington and Timothy Clement
Mike and Carol Wyant
Scott and Jenny Wyatt
Dan Yedinak
Nancy Young
Diane and Herb Young
Jane and John Zanol
Randy and Marge Zerger
Amber Zimmerman
Julie and Chuck Zimmerman

Make a difference today and invest in the future of environmental education... and reap the benefits!
Visit here for more information: www.WenatcheeRiverInstitute.org/Support/Membership

https://wenatcheeriverinstitute.org/about-us/who-we-are.html/title/v-nia-winters
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A spring and summer of
fun and education!

This summer, the Wenatchee River Institute has 

1717 youth camps, serving students...
Carolyn Griffin-Bugert
Rebecca Ryan 
Deanna Butcher
Randee Zerger
Sara Evans
Brandon Hughes
Tucker Jonas
Joshua Schaub
Kyra Ballas
Max Rigg, Intern
Aria Knutson, Intern
Hannah Dillon, Intern

STAFF:

Laura Reichlin, President
Rebecca Benjamin, VP
Nic Pottier, Treasurer
Vânia Winters, Secretary
Gro Buer
Terri Butler
Lexine Long
Orin Melvin
Ric Escobedo

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS:

276276

399399 education hours!...totalling

After you learn how to put up
a tent, how many campers can

you fit inside?

Campers gleaned 120lbs of
lettuce from Snowgrass Farm
for the Community Cupboard

Food Bank!

Students at the
Monitor Migrant Labor
Camp found out how
chopsticks are similar

to a bird's beak.

https://wenatcheeriverinstitute.org/about-us/our-people/title/v-nia-winters

