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Our world has shifted...and so have we.

Only months ago, our campus was filled with classrooms of students -
seeing, touching, and experiencing nature up close. Now, though our
groups are smaller and everyone is masked,  the impact remains just as
powerful.  Students who spend countless hours in front of a computer can
come to our campus for a day of outdoor play with peers and meaningful
interactions with the natural world.  Nature and people – both strong forces
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for physical, emotional and spiritual healing. Our youth need this.  Our community needs this.  So does
our world.

Thanks to your support, WRI continues to inspire people to understand, appreciate, love, and care for the
natural world.  Your support is helping heal our youth and our community. Thank you. You make our world
a better place.

 Then: Holding hands and playing together

Now:  Masks, socially distanced, and still having fun!

"Thank you so much for being part of
Sophia’s most lovely week!  I think
that she is feeling an elation at being
part of your program that has been
waiting to be expressed since the
school closing last year.  We are
much bigger fans now! Sophia and
her little brother are our hearts." 
– Stacey Barnhill (grateful grandma)

Images from the past and present Quotes from the field

“I think I actually like your face better
without the mask.” 
-1st grade camper

“It is one of the most funnest
camps I’ve ever been to.” 
– 3rd grade camper



Feeling stuck at home and
want to be connected with
more resources? 

Sign up for our e-mail
newsletter at: 

www.wenatcheeriverinstitute.org 

and click Join Our Mailing
List under the Connections
tab.

If you don’t love the cold and snow, life in our region can be hard. It’s easy to feel down and
disconnected, and unmotivated to get moving. 

Rachel Bishop, Community Programs Manager, has heard people say that if these programs
didn’t exist, they probably would spend the winter inside. She says plenty of people are
nervous to get outside in the winter, but that getting out with a group and a guide gives them
the confidence they need.
 
These trips are a way to show our community that there’s more to winter - and “ordinary”
things like chickadees - than you might think.  Stay tuned - we'll be offering these trips again
this winter!

Our Landscapes Sustain Us In So Many Ways
Last winter, a group of snowshoers on a guided WRI
trip were startled when some chickadees swooped
down very close to them. Then they all appeared to
have the same thought. “Oh, just chickadees.”
 
But disinterest turned to fascination when their WRI
guide, Katie, pointed out something amazing:
chickadees’ brains get bigger in the winter, so they can
remember over 100 different hiding places for food. 
 
At the end of the tour, the group returned to their cars a
little out of breath, with pink cheeks and smiles. 
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A tree trunk as an easel Leaves - up close Wow. This tree is big!

Snowshoe tour at 
Leavenworth Fish Hatchery



Our curriculum was well designed -  an
observational activity based on a horse chestnut
tree.  Students would be challenged to use all
their senses.  They would make and record their
scientific observations.  What do you see?
Smell?  Feel?  What can you count?
 
But as educators we also need to stay open to
where our students’ interests lead us.
  

And where did that 
enthusiasm 

take us?

Nature artwork!

COVID has had a devastating effect on the financial security of so many families.  At WRI,
we believe EVERYONE should have access to our programs, no matter their financial
status. With our new “Pay What You Can” fee structure, anyone can register for our youth
programs.  We also reserve half of our youth camp slots for Black, Indigenous, and
students of color. 

Thank you to the Fordham Street Foundation, the William’s International Fund, and YOU,
our supporters, for making this possible!

Moments in Education
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“Making art with horse chestnut
seeds was really, really fun!”

It's YOU that makes this possible!

Grants Donations Registrations

Income:  2019 vs. 2020



Website – translated key sections into Spanish
Phone – added a Spanish option
Campus signs

Welcome signs now in English, Spanish and Wenatchi dialect
Planning for signs with information about p’squosa people and ancestral lands

Camps – 50% of camps held for low income, Black, Indigenous, & people of color (BIPOC)
Fees  – a 'Pay What You Can’ structure to minimize financial barriers
Outreach – focused recruiting of low income and BIPOC students with:

Dual language flyers
WRI staff at school free lunch drop off locations
Bilingual phone calls home

Community Education
Co-hosted webinar on diversity in the outdoors
Scholarships for low income families

Last spring we made a commitment to you.  We pledged to fight systemic racism in our spheres
of work and influence – education and environmentalism.  Here are our actions so far:       
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Equity, Diversity and Inclusion

We are committed to continuing this work!



Our 2020 donors, to date

Gro Buer and Bruce Williams
Community Foundation of NCW
Mary Slate Miller
Mara and Brian Bohman
Anonymous Donor
Jay and Samantha Jerome
The Lance and Deborah 
     Vander Hoe Foundation
Laura and Greg Reichlin
Susan and Paul Ballinger
Icicle Brewing Company
Network for Good
Kathy McKenna
Pamela and Oliver Brulotte
Robin Muench
Russ and Cordy Beckstead
Suzanne Hartman and Barry Storer
Beckstead Electric
Chuck Cahn
The Hooter Fund II
Lisi Ott
Hana Trnka
Michael and Britta Peterson
Lisa Therrell and Rich Haydon
Lexine Long and
Nate Hough-Snee
James and Rebecca Grandin
Mall and Tom Boyd
Tracy Bowerman and Wilson Kern
Robert Parrish and Crissy Hill
Annette Jouard and John Taylor
Martin Straub and Diane Blake
Ted Alway and Patricia Ortiz
Don and Ann Schaechtel
Fidelity Charitable
John Brandt
Jabe Blumenthal and Julie Edsforth
Scot Brower
Steve and Betsy Backstrom
Faith Lutheran Church
Bob and Pat Ogburn
Caroline Woolmington and
Timothy Clement
Robin and Dave Judd
Richard and Marilyn Schiefelbein

Mark Weick
Chuck and Candace Egner
Judy Estes
Mara and Adam Merritt
Dave and Nancy Bartholomew
Michael and Nancy Merrill
Leah Juhle
Jane Lee
John and Mary Schramm
Lee and Deborah Oatey
Roger Brunner
Diane Huntsinger-Carson
Tony and Meleah Butruille
James and Rebecca Grandin
Vania & Stan Winters
Jacqueline Mass and Andrew Chen
Gordon and Linda Congdon
Jacqueline Mass and Andrew Chen
Jill Brennan
Lisa and Jim Osse
Mercy Rome and Canuche Terranella
Impact Assets
John Agnew and Patty Hebert
Joe and Bernie Reichlin
Barton and Lise Place
Rick and Anne Matsen
Diane and Herb Young
Margareta and Marc Dilley
Diana Runions
Nichol Graham-Mathers and Alex Mathers
Rebecca Benjamin
David Cook
Shayne Magdoff and Paul Armentor
Diane McKenzie
Connie McCauley
Dave and Pat Notter
Vince and Emiko Marx
Merry and Joseph Roy
Robert and Pat Strand
Claudia and Gary Cockerham
Ann and Gary Colley
Mike Chase
Leavenworth Greenhouse and Nursery
Lynn Dickinson
Daniel Gutierrez

Christopher and Alyssa Famy
Gil and Kay Sparks
Susan Westerlund and Peter
Valaas
Susan E Hamilton
Julie and Steve Jacobs
Kerry McKean and Marcela
Touskova
Jillian Danley
Tracy and Ben Brulotte
Jordan and Chelsea Rudd
Eliot and Tina Scull
Jeff and Eileen Hambleton
Christine Emmel
Robert and Pat Strand
Katherine Caddes
Mary Carol Nelson
Christine and Marco Deppe
Joanmarie Eggert
Mike and Carol Wyant
Ted and Kathy Montgomery
Christine and David Morgan
Margaret Neighbors
Ed and Julianne Martinez
Annette Bjorklund
George and Nancy Dunn
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Cindy and Rob Shurtleff
Gretchen Daiber
Judith Moser and H. E. Thor
David Stoller and Diane Patterson
Suzanne Sorom
William and Marjorie Griffin
Susan Polizzi
Rich and JoEllen Colson
Patrick and Karen Ryan
Anne Mitchell
Nancy Ahern
Karl Halupka and Jacqueline
Dawson
Barbara Hume and Craig Garver
Nancy and Bill Miller
Molly and David Hashimoto
Bill Deters and Cindy Luskus
Nancy and Howard Maier



John and Lina Conrad
Stephanie Parrott
Leah Konowalchuk
Gregory Harris and Judith Huett-Harris
Matt and Carol Cade
Jane and John Zanol
Richard and Karen Smith
Dorthea White
Rufus Woods
Charles and Nancy Warner
Jeb and Galen Sorom
Denise and Abraham Sorom
Gerald Gibbons
Dirk Horton and Mickey Fleming
Mark and Judy Oswood
Helen and Carl Kjobech
Tom and Eileen Rasnack
Kevin and Erin Leff
Cathryn Virzi
Elizabeth Fuchs
Camilla DiLoreto
Orin Melvin
Robin Moser
Rebecca Hartley
Claire Oatey and 
     Cam Deamer-Phillips
Mike Kaputa and Suzanne Tomassi
Kathy and Chuck Peven
Polly Feehan and Jamie Tackman
Martha Tucker
Susan Lahti and Nancy Graham
Zdenek Dohnalek
Karlyn Lynn
Terri Butler
Jessie Marrs
Russ and Leah Ricketts
Randy and Cici Asplund
Jan and David Gould
Ben and Jena Edwards
Arnica Briody
Rhona Baron and Kurt Carlson
Julie and Vern Smith
Rachel and Arnie Scown
Mark Shorb
Theresa and Richard D'Litzenberger
Judy and Tom Derpack
Tammie Parkinson

Lois Parker
Ginger Holladay & Dean Marson
Sandra Phenning
Tara deArrieta
Kelly and Mark Hassinger
Helen Mitchell
Sharon and Greg Lunz
Mary J Austin
Jeff Johnson
Rose Schaper
Calla and Peter Crowley
Janet and Peter Bauer
Robin Boal and Craig Root
Clint and Julie Lougheed
Brent and Vickie Cunderla
Sarah Driggs and Jim Diers
Craig Woida and Sharla Ansorge
Richard A Rogers
Jeanne and Don Poirier
John and Susan Butruille
Penny and Larry Tobiska
Mary Dryburgh
Linda Sarratt
Marci Ward
Angela Russell and Alec Gibbons
Alex Schmidt and Stacey Barnhill
Kerry Gelb
Jennifer and Travis Dolge
Nancy Young
Chris Rader
Katherine Minsch
Lynn Armstrong
Amanda Barg
David Smith
Jeanie Garrity
Stella Day and Matt Primomo
Jenelle Landgraf
John and Judy Day
Bill Layman and Susan Evans
Devon Comstock
Amanda Olson
Robin Doty and Scott Blymyer
Mercy Rome and Canuche Terranella
Pat Beeman
Monica Maxwell
Chevelle Yeckel
Amanda Jackson-Mott

Marjorie Lodwick
Niles Desmarais
Dan and Becky Wilkinson
Rachel Bishop and John Place
Sam and Tanya Scheelke
April Atwood
Monte and Judy Olson
Peter and Linda Fallert
Marjory Blake
Constance Iten
Heather and Pat Murphy
Mila and Paul Hart
Linda Estes
Ellora La Shier
Barbara and James Brink
Richard Scranton
Amy and Dayle Massey
Danielle Rapoza
Katie Tackman
Charles L Jinneman
Molly Mastel
Christine Mallon
Bob Bugert and 
     Carolyn Griffin-Bugert
Tom and Eileen Rasnack
A Book for All Seasons
Alpen Chalet, Too!
Bavarian Village Veterinarian
Bedard Land Management
Cashmere Valley Bank
Der Sportsmann
Gibbs Graphics
Icicle Creek Center for the Arts
Icicle Village Resort
Inside and Out
Leavenworth Farmers Market
Leavenworth Greenhouse & Nursery
Leavenworth Real Estate Inc
Leavenworth Village Inn
Ludwig's German Restaurant
Mike West Leavenworth Realty
Corey Mikkelsen
Mitchell, Reed & Schmitten Insurance,
Inc
Mountain Home Lodge
Aaron Murphy
NCW Audubon Society



NW Comfy Cabins
Obertal Inn & Townhomes
Osprey Rafting
Red Baron Gift Haus
Red-Tail Canyon Farm
Rudloof's Pizza
Sage Mountain Natural Foods
Snowcreek Suites
Soup Cellar/The Loft
South Restaurants
The Cove Resort
The Oil and Vinegar Cellar
Visconti's Hospitality Group
Walleye Cards LLC
Wenatchee Naturalist
Wenatchee Valley Medical Group
Wood Shop - Hat Shop

 Did we make a mistake?
Forget to include you?

Spell your name wrong?
Forgot your spouse/partner?

Please let us know.

We want to make it right!


