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A Note from Carolyn

We all remember a special place
from our past: a childhood
home, grandparent’s farm, or
secret hiding spot. Place is more
than a location or physical
setting. It carries meanings,
memories, and people. The
Wenatchee River Institute (WRI)

is now one of my special places.
The land WRI sits on is on the ancestral homelands of the
šnp̍ əšqʷáw̉ šəxʷ (p'squosa or Wenatchi) people. Here,
they fished, hunted, and gathered to share their traditions
and culture. It is their special place.
This fall, thanks to a grant and some private donors, WRI
commissioned a sculpture from Swede Albert, a p’squosa
artist in Omak. When I first contacted Swede, his response
was immediate – “it should be a salmon.”
A sign will recognize the p’squosa, the first people to this
land, and will honor salmon, a symbol of the perseverance
of the Indigenous Peoples’ traditions and culture. I am so
excited to see the final work!

Carolyn Griffin-Bugert
Executive Director

Cozy Season is Here

Fall is in full swing (finally) and winter is on its way... It
really gives those warm, fuzzy feelings going into the
holiday season. It's a time for slowing down, looking
inward, and taking in the change of the seasons.
It's also a great time
for learning! Many
programs are coming
up that will expand
and nourish your
relationship with the
natural world, even in
Wenatchee World
this time of slowness
Identifying trees and shrubs in a
and reflection.
workshop last winter.

Upcoming Events:
Beginner Bird Walks
Second Wednesday of every month
Red Barn Events
Nov. 12th: Lessons from the Mountains
Nov. 17th: Sustainable Holidays
Dec. 13th: Mountains, Geology and Special Plants
Salmon: Showing Us the Way Home
Nov. 14th (virtual)
Introduction to Animal Tracking
Nov. 19th and Nov. 20th
Winter Wreath Classes
Dec. 9th and Dec. 10th (register by Nov. 18th!)
Check out our website for more events and details!
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The Jumping Kitty Puppies
What would you name your summer camp team?
Pick a verb:
Now, pick a noun (or two!):
Put them together and that is your team name!
This summer, a group of fun, silly, playful and
enthusiastic 2nd and 3rd grade students named
themselves the Jumping Kitty Puppies. They were part of
a new summer school camp in partnership with the
Cascade School District. No matter the activity, the
Jumping Kitty Puppies were excited to take part!
“Jumping Kitty Puppies!” Kyra, WRI Field Educator, would
say to get their attention.
“Jump, jump, jump!” the students would shout in
response as they hopped over to Kyra.
The Jumping Kitty Puppies were only a few of the 45
students in grades 1-8 who participated in the summer
school camp with WRI. These students were enrolled in
the district’s morning academic summer school and then
invited to be a part of the afternoon camp. Once done
with schoolwork, they’d explore and have fun outside
with WRI. The schools identified students most in need of
academic support; many were from low income and/or
migrant families.
Some of these
students were
strangers to each
other, so the camp
helped them make
strong social
connections with
other students and
adults. It also gave
them opportunities
explore some of
the natural areas
right here in
Check out the frogs inside the leaf! Leavenworth.

The Jumping Kitty Puppies in a rare moment of silence, in
awe of the view at the top of Rattlesnake Hill.

The Jumping Kitty Puppies’ favorite activity was simply to
be with friends and play outside. They had an opportunity
to visit areas they may never have explored before. Many
of them had never gone on a hike before… until Kyra took
them on a hike up Rattlesnake Hill. The students hadn’t
ever felt the satisfaction of reaching the top of a hard
climb and reaping the reward of an incredible view. There
were some complaints at first, but once at the top, they
were so excited! It was a key nature moment for many of
those students…

"For many, it was their first time visiting a
place that felt truly wild"
Kyra, Field Educator

At the beginning of this 3-week long summer school
camp, students were shy around each other and hesitant
to engage in camp activities. But over the course of those
78 hours of education time, students really began to get
comfortable with each other and their curiosity about
nature increased.
Whether it was seeing a blue heron on the river, feeding
bugs to frogs at the Leavenworth National Fish Hatchery,
finding secret trails and beaches, or naming lizards at the
top of Rattlesnake Hill, these interactions with nature will
follow these students into their future, creating a ripple of
care for the natural world – and each other.

From the Biggest Trees to the Smallest Saplings...
Each fall, mushroom foraging beginners, novices, and
experts congregate at the Wenatchee River Institute to
learn about mushrooms. This partnership with Puget
Sound Mycological Society attracts people from all over
the state from a wide variety of backgrounds. Each year,
WRI reserves 30 spots just for locals.

Underground and unseen, fungi build networks that
connect with roots of plants, big and small. Every step you
take in the woods, you are walking on hundreds of miles
of fungal threads, all bound and packed together. This
network connects individual plants together, transferring
vital nutrients.

By the end of the October workshop, 65 different species
of mushrooms had been collected! Among them was
one of the most desired edible mushrooms in the world,
Boletus edulis,
the King Bolete,
or what many
know as the
Porcini
mushroom.

Consider a lonely sapling growing in the shadows, unable
to capture the sunlight it needs to grow and thrive. It must
rely on resources shared by the older, taller trees –
resources shared through
this underground network of
fungal threads. Fungi
created this underground
connectivity to ensure their
own survival. In turn, they
also boost the health and
survival of the biggest trees,
and the smallest saplings.

One young boy,
who attended
with his father,
was excited to
return after his
Look at all of the mushrooms he found outing, ready to
on the field trip! Mushroom foraging is have his bounty
for everyone, no matter the age.
of mushrooms
identified. He carefully pulled out a wrapped cloth from
his woven basket and revealed two fine white
mushrooms.
"These mushrooms are extra special,” said the young
boy. “We’ve been looking for these for years!”
Tricholoma matsutake. The beloved Japanese matsutake
mushroom, smells of cinnamon buns, and tastes even
better… Now that’s a winner!
No matter the age, mushroom foraging can be a great
conduit for people to learn about something new,
possibly even gain a new hobby, while also fostering their
connection with nature.
Did you know that fungi, such as mushrooms, are the
main connectors in nature? Above ground, it looks as if
there are hundreds of plants living together, but separate.

People, like
mushrooms, are
individuals, yet
still connected.
These unseen
connections are
what make our
lives rich.
At the Wenatchee River
Institute, relationships with
nature are cultivated by
connecting people with the
wonder and curiosities of the
natural world – and each other.
Just as our connection with
nature makes us stronger, our
connections with each other
make us more whole. We, too,
can learn from the oldest,
tallest tree down to the
smallest mushroom growing at
the base of it.
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315%
community contacts increased 78%
youth contacts increased

In 2021, $70,000 in donations helped fund these
programs. So far in 2022,
donations are down by

20%

Help us grow our programs even more by
considering WRI in your end of year giving!
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